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46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–98 Edition)§ 10.401

Subpart D—Professional Require-
ments for Deck Officers’ Li-
censes

§ 10.401 Ocean and near coastal li-
censes.

(a) Any license issued for service as
master or mate on ocean waters quali-
fies the licensee to serve in the same
grade on any waters, subject to the
limitations of the license, without ad-
ditional endorsement.

(b) A license issued for service as
master or mate on near coastal waters
qualifies the licensee to serve in the
same grade on near coastal, Great
Lakes, and inland waters, subject to
the limitations of the license, without
additional endorsement.

(c) Near coastal licenses of any gross
tons require the same number of years
of service as the ocean unlimited li-
censes. The primary differences in
these licenses are the nature of the
service and the professional examina-
tion as explained in subpart I of this
part.

(d) A licensee having a master or
mate near coastal license obtained
with ocean service may have the li-
cense endorsed for ocean service by
completing the appropriate examina-
tion deficiencies, provided that the ad-
ditional service requirements of para-
graph (e) of this section do not apply.

(e) Master or third mate near coastal
unlimited licenses may be obtained by
completing the prescribed examination
in subpart I of this part and satisfying
the requirements of paragraph (g)
while holding a license as unlimited
master or mate, respectively, upon
Great Lakes and inland waters. To
have a near coastal unlimited license
obtained in this manner endorsed for
ocean service, the licensee must obtain
12 months of service as a deck watch
officer or higher on ocean waters on
vessels of 1600 gross tons or over, in ad-
dition to completing the examination
topics.

(f) Masters and mates licenses for
service on vessels of over 200 gross tons
may be endorsed for sail or auxiliary
sail as appropriate. The applicant must
present the equivalent total qualifying
service required for conventional li-
censes including at least one year of
deck experience on that specific type of

vessel. For example, for a license as
master of vessels of not more than 1600
gross tons endorsed for auxiliary sail,
the applicant must meet the total ex-
perience requirements for the conven-
tional license, including time as mate,
and the proper tonnage experience, in-
cluding at least one year of deck serv-
ice on appropriately sized auxiliary
sail vessels. For license endorsement
for service on vessels of 200 gross tons
or less see individual license require-
ments.

(g) In order to obtain a master or
mate license with a tonnage limit
above 200 gross tons, or a license for 200
gross tons or less with an ocean route,
whether an original, raise in grade, or
increase in the scope of license author-
ity to a higher tonnage category, the
applicant must successfully complete
the following training and examination
requirements:

(1) Approved firefighting course;
(2) Approved radar observer course;

and,
(3) Qualification as an able seaman

unlimited or able seaman limited (able
seaman special or able seaman offshore
supply vessels satisfy the able seaman
requirement for licenses permitting
service on vessels of 1600 gross tons and
less).

(h) Each applicant for a deck license
which authorizes service on vessels
above 1600 gross tons on ocean or near
coastal waters, whether original or
raise of grade, must pass a practical
signaling examination (flashing light).
A license applicant who fails in prac-
tical signaling, but passes every other
part of the examination, may be issued
a license with a 1600 gross ton limita-
tion. The tonnage limitation can be re-
moved upon successful completion of
the signaling examination.

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987, as
amended by CGD 81–059, 54 FR 135, Jan. 4,
1989]

§ 10.402 Tonnage requirements for
ocean or near coastal licenses for
vessels of over 1600 gross tons.

(a) To qualify for an ocean or near
coastal license for vessels of any gross
tons, all the required experience must
be obtained on vessels of over 200 gross
tons. At least one-half of the required
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experience must be obtained on vessels
of over 1600 gross tons.

(b) If the applicant for an original or
raise of grade of a license as master or
mate does not have the service on ves-
sels over 1600 gross tons required by
paragraph (a) of this section, or is
qualifying for third mate under the
provisions of paragraph § 10.407(c) of
this subpart, a tonnage limitation is
placed on the license based on the ap-
plicant’s qualifying experience. The li-
cense is limited to the maximum ton-
nage on which at least 25 percent of the
required experience was obtained, or
150 percent of the maximum tonnage
on which at least 50 percent of the
service was obtained, whichever is
higher. Limitations are in multiples of
1000 gross tons, using the next higher
figure when an intermediate tonnage is
calculated. When the calculated limita-
tion equals or exceeds 10,000 gross tons,
the applicant is issued an unlimited
tonnage license.

(c) Tonnage limitations imposed
under paragraph (b) of this section may
be raised or removed in the following
manner:

(1) When the applicant has six
months of service on vessels of over
1600 gross tons in the highest grade li-
censed, all tonnage limitations are re-
moved.

(2) When the applicant has a total of
six months of service on vessels of over

1600 gross tons in any licensed capacity
other than the highest grade for which
licensed, all tonnage limitations for
the grade in which the service is per-
formed are removed and the next high-
er grade license is raised to the ton-
nage of the vessel on which the major-
ity of the service was performed. The
total cumulative service before and
after issuance of the limited license
may be considered in removing all ton-
nage limitations.

(3) When the applicant has 12 months
of service as able seaman on vessels
over 1600 gross tons while holding a li-
cense as third mate, all tonnage limita-
tions on the third mate’s license are re-
moved.

(d) Individuals holding licenses as
master or mate of vessels of not more
than 1600 gross tons, not more than 500
gross tons, or not more than 25–200
gross tons are prohibited from using
the provisions of paragraph (c) of this
section to increase the tonnages of
their licenses.

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987, as
amended by CGD 81–059, 54 FR 135, Jan. 4,
1989]

§ 10.403 Deck license structure.

The following diagram illustrates the
deck license structure, including cross
over points. The section numbers on
the diagram refer to the specific re-
quirements applicable.
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